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HOW TO USE THIS STANDARD AND OTHER GUIDANCE 
 

1.1     Use of sections    

 
1.1.1 This Standard has been written in sections to enable you to easily reference the parts 

required. 
 

1.1.2 Sections 1 ï 3 are applicable to all operators. 
 

1.1.3 Section 4 is specific to your individual operation and is a general section of requirements.  
These points must be followed for all operations you undertake. 
 

1.1.4 Section 5 onwards gives a breakdown of detailed points relating to your operation, some of 
which might not be applicable. 
 

1.1.5 At the end of this Standard is the glossary that should explain any terms you need 
clarification on. 
 

1.1.6 These Standards will be amended from time to time and you must ensure that changes 
effecting your operation are implemented. 

 

1.2   Specific terms used 

1.2.1 This Standard has been laid out for ease of use. 
 

1.2.2 Where the term ñmustò is used this point is a mandatory requirement to meet this Standard 
and must be followed by you.   
 

1.2.3 Where the term ñshouldò is used it is recommended that you follow comply with it to help 
ensure organic integrity, codes of conduct or good practice.   
 

1.2.4 The term ñmayò in most cases means you must obtain prior permission, in writing, from us to 
carry out this specific operation or practice.  This is usually in the form of a derogation. 
 

1.3   Our website 

1.3.1 www.orgfoodfed.com 

1.3.2 Our website is easy to use and has lots of useful information on it. 

1.3.3 Contact details, standards, forms and links. 

 

 

http://www.orgfoodfed.com/
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INTRODUCTION 
 

2.1   Introduction    

 

2.1.1 The Organic Food Federation has been overseeing organic standards since 1986 
and is registered with Department for Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) 
under the EU code of Organic Certification UK4.   
 
These are our standards.  Please take time to familiarise yourself with the various 
sections which cover production, processing, importing, warehousing, non foods 
and aquaculture.   They relate to the certification standard operated by the 
Federation for the purpose of determining conformity. 
 

2.2   Organic Principles 

 
2.2.1 Organic production is an overall system of farm management and food production 

that combines best environmental practices, a high level of biodiversity, the 
preservation of natural resources, the application of high animal welfare standards 
and a production method in line with the preference of certain consumers for 
products produced using natural substances and processes. 

 

2.3        Free Movement 

 
 
2.3.1 We believe in the principle of free movement for organically produced products.  

This means if a product is produced in accordance to this Standard under EC 
834/2007 and 889/2008 we accept it as being equivalent to our Standard.  This 
allows free movement within the UK and the European Union without the need to 
impose further restrictions or higher requirements. 
 

2.3.2 Products brought in from outside the EU require pre authorisation and approval from 
Defra.  Once approval has been granted and we have included them in your 
certificate they can be freely traded throughout the EU without the need for any 
further inspections or additional requirements placed upon you. 
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GENERAL STANDARDS 
 

3.1     Aims and Scope   

 
3.1.1 This Standard provides the basis for the sustainable development of organic production 

while ensuring the effective functioning of the internal market, guaranteeing fair competition, 
consumer confidence and protecting consumer interests.  
 

3.1.2 It establishes common objectives and principles to underpin the rules set out in this 
Standard concerning: 
   

i. All stages of production, preparation and distribution of organic products and their 
control;  
 

ii.  The use of indications referring to organic production in labelling and advertising. 
 

3.1.3 This Standard shall apply to the following products originating from agriculture, including 
aquaculture, where such products are placed on the market or are intended to be placed on 
the market:  
 

i. Live or unprocessed agricultural products;  
 

ii.  Processed agricultural products for use as food; 
 

iii. Feed;  
 

iv.  Vegetative propagating material and seeds for cultivation.  
 

3.1.4 The products of hunting and fishing of wild animals shall not be considered as organic 
production.  
 

3.1.5 This Standard shall also apply to yeasts used as food or feed. 
 

3.1.6 This Standard ensures fair competition and a proper functioning of the internal market in 
organic products, and of maintaining and justifying consumer confidence in products 
labelled as organic. It should further aim at providing conditions under which the organic 
sector can progress in line with production and market developments.  

 

3.1.7 This Standard provides rules with regard to plant, livestock, and aquaculture production, 
including rules for the collection of wild plants and seaweeds, rules on conversion, as well 
as rules on the production of processed food, including wine, feed and organic yeast.  
 

3.1.8  Organic farming should primarily rely on renewable resources within locally organised 
agricultural systems in order to minimise the use of non renewable resources, wastes and 
by products of plant and animal origin should be recycled to return nutrients to the land.  
  

3.1.9 Organic stock farming should respect high animal welfare standards and meet animals' 
species specific behavioural needs while animal health management should be based on 
disease prevention.  In this respect, particular attention must be paid to housing conditions, 
husbandry practices and stocking densities.  Moreover, the choice of breeds should take 
account of their capacity to adapt to local conditions. 
 

3.1.10 Organic processed products must be produced by the use of processing methods which 
guarantee that the organic integrity and vital qualities of the product are maintained through 
all stages of the production chain.  
 

3.1.11 For the sake of consumer protection and fair competition, the terms used to indicate organic 
products are protected from being used on non organic products throughout the Community 
and independently of the language used.  The protection should also apply to the usual 
derivatives or diminutives of those terms, whether they are used alone or combined.  
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3.2    Requirements 

3.2.1 You must comply with this Standard and keep an up to date copy on site at all times. 
 

3.2.2 If you are planning to produce, prepare, store, import or market organic products you must 
notify us of your activity and submit your plans.  
 

3.2.3 You must document and keep up to date operating procedures in accordance with the 
requirements of this Standard.   
 

3.2.4 You must make available to us copies of all or any part of the documented system should 
we or Defra require them. 
 

3.2.5 You must draw up and maintain:  
 

i. A full description of your unit /  premises;  
 

ii. A full description of the operational activities at the above unit / premises; 
 

iii. Precautionary measures to be taken in order to reduce the risk of contamination by 
non organic products or substances. 
 

3.2.7 If you no longer require organic certification you must inform us in writing with a minimum of 
three monthsô notice.   
 

3.2.8 You must not deliver or knowingly permit the delivery or sale of non organic products as 
organic products. 
 

3.2.9 You must not conduct operations in a manner that may have an adverse effect on the 
integrity and reputation of organics. 
 

3.2.10 You must inform us of any current court orders or pending prosecutions against you or your 
operations that have a bearing on your organic activities.  

 
3.2.11 In the event that you are prosecuted and it leads to a conviction, we reserve the right to 

reconsider our certification decision. 
 

3.3   Confidentiality 

3.3.1 During the course of your inspection and certification process we require you to supply us 
with information which might be of a confidential nature. 
 

3.3.2 We treat all information given to us as confidential and it will not be disclosed to third parties 
unless it is in the public domain. 
 

3.3.3 We are however obliged by law to pass information to authorised government bodies, local 
authorities and other certification bodies.  
  

3.4   Inspection 

3.4.1 Our inspectors are all approved by Defra and are experienced in your type of operation.  We 
will carry out an annual physical inspection. 
 

3.4.2 The inspections we carry out fall into four categories: 
 

i. Assessment is the initial approval inspection carried out by us; 
ii. Surveillance is your annual inspection; 
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iii. Interim inspections are carried out for the following reasons: 
 

ü You wish to move or change your premises; 

ü You wish to add a new operation to your certificate; 

ü You make a major change in your operation. 
 

iv. Spot inspections are carried out if: 
 

ü We receive a complaint in writing regarding you; 
ü  If we have to make sure of corrective action for a serious non compliance. 

3.4.3 You must give our representatives access during normal working hours to your holding and 
premises, with or without prior notice, for the purpose of carrying out surveillance 
inspections or collection of samples of production operations, which are subject to this 
Standard 
 

3.5   Certificates of Conformity 

3.5.1 When you satisfy our requirements to these Standards you will receive a certificate. 
 

3.5.2 Your certificate will remain our property and you may be requested to return it in extreme 
circumstances. 
 

3.5.3 Initially certificates are valid for 12 calendar months: 
 

i. For producers from date of application; 
 

ii. For all other operations from date of inspection. 
 

3.5.4 Certificates are renewable annually subject to satisfactory inspection and will run 
concurrently from the date of the previous certificate.   
 

3.5.5 We reserve the right to shorten the period of certificates issued. 
 

3.5.6 We are responsible for authorising or withholding certificates.  Our certification panel is 
responsible for adjudicating on matters of interpretation and in cases where operators 
appeal against judgements made by us.   
 

3.5.7 Our certification panel / officers are independent of our members and management 
committee when making decisions regarding certification. 
 

3.5.8 You must not make alterations to the system of production, formulation (recipe), processing 
or manufacture under which the certificate is issued during the period of its validity unless 
agreed by us in writing. 
 

3.5.9 If you fail to comply with these Standards, we will, as appropriate: 
 

i. Withdraw the certificate or reduce its scope; 
 

ii. Refuse to grant or renew the certificate or extend its scope; 
 

iii. Communicate such decisions and the grounds for them to you and Defra. 
 

3.5.10 If your business threatens to bring the Federation into disrepute we may withdraw or refuse 
to grant or renew your certificate.  Such a decision and the grounds for it will be 
communicated to you in writing.  We are required to inform Defra in these instances. 

.  
3.5.11 Extension certificates are only issued up to one month after the date of inspection. 
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3.5.12 The word organic can only be used in respect of the production and supply of products that 

are listed on the certificate or schedule.  

 

3.6   Reports 

3.6.1 After inspection we will issue a report stating compliance or non compliance to these 
Standards.   
 

3.6.2  A notice will be raised for any non compliances identified at the inspection and a timescale 
agreed to complete the necessary corrective actions.  This notice must be countersigned by 
you at the time of inspection. 
 

3.7  Testing 

3.7.1 Where organic integrity, production techniques or unauthorised products are suspected we 
will request the operator to take samples and / or our representative to obtain any such 
samples as deemed necessary.  
 

3.7.2 You must inform us of any positive results on tests of analysis for GM or pesticide residuals 
that you have received. 
 

3.7.3 You will have to pay any costs relating to the samples and analysis taken. 
 

3.7.4 In cases where you have taken samples for testing we require copies of the results. 
 

3.8   Fees 

3.8.1 You will be charged a fee for inspection and certification which must be paid within 30 days 
of the date of our invoice. 
 

3.8.2 Your certificate will not be issued until all fees have been paid. 
 

3.8.3 A cancellation fee will be charged for postponing a pre arranged audit if you give less than 
four working days notice. 
 

3.8.4 A fee will be charged for any modifications to the certificate, including additions of recipes or 
land. 
 

3.8.5 Extension certificates that are required due to an audit being delayed at your request will not 
be issued beyond one month from the original audit date without incurring a fee. 
 

3.9   Exchange of Information  

3.9.1 Information may be exchanged to guarantee that operations are carried out in accordance 
with this Standard.    
 

3.9.2  Information may be passed to the European Commission, Defra, other government 
departments and certification bodies.   

 
3.9.3 No information will be given to anyone outside of this group without written permission from 

yourself.  

 
3.9.4 If you decide to leave us we will transfer information that we hold on your operation to 

another certification body upon request in writing from yourself. 

 
3.9.5 We are required to inform Defra of: 
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i. Withdrawals from certification; 

 
ii. Deletions;  

 
iii. Manifest or critical infringements. 

 

3.10   Infringements / Non Compliances 

3.10.1 A non compliance is any point which is at variance to our Standards.   
 

3.10.2 Non compliances fall into five categories: 
 

i. Observation:   something noticed at inspection that may affect legality or food 
safety, and therefore requires attention; 

 
ii. Minor:  does not directly compromise the integrity of the product but needs 

correcting; 
 

iii. Major:  may compromise the integrity of the product if not corrected, or may result 
from not correcting a previous minor non compliance. A number of major non 
compliances may lead to suspension of certification for the products or enterprises 
affected where there are concerns over integrity of the product or system; 

 
iv. Critical:  directly affects the integrity of the product or may result from not correcting 

a previous major non compliance. A critical non compliance will normally result in us 
suspending certification for the products or enterprises affected or the whole 
certificate; 

 
v. Manifest infringement:  one in which organic integrity has been irrevocably lost as 

a result of fraud or failure to act to prevent the loss of integrity.  It may also result 
from not correcting a previous critical non compliance. This will most likely result in 
termination of your certification and Defra being informed. 

3.10.3 Acceptable evidence for correction of non compliances:  
 

i. Copies of records; 
 

ii. Written confirmation of changes; 
 

iii. Photographic evidence; 
 

iv. Additional inspection (spot inspection); 
 

v. Third party audit report (if this is relevant). 
 

3.10.4 When non compliances are discovered (either during inspection or as a result of a complaint 
etc) a non compliance notice will be served on the spot by the inspector or by us whichever 
is appropriate. 
 

3.10.5 This notice will be served regardless of the non compliance being due to ignorance of this 
Standard.  The date of discovery, location and nature of the non compliance, products 
affected, quantities involved (if possible) and the corrective action required will be recorded 
on the non compliance.   
 

 

3.10.6 You will be asked to agree a time scale for correction of the non compliance, then asked to 
sign and retain a copy of the notice. It is expected that all non compliances are resolved in a 
maximum of 28 days.  Failure to do so could lead to your certification being suspended or 
terminated. 
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3.10.7 The operator must take immediate steps to prevent any further sales of non conforming 
stock (if necessary by recalling stock in trade and holding stock in hand) and to correct the 
non compliance.   

3.10.8 Non compliances must be corrected before certification can be granted or renewed.  When 
non compliances do not affect the organic integrity of a product, we may at our discretion 
issue a certificate before the non compliance has been cleared.  This may be for a limited 
period until you have provided satisfactory evidence that the non compliance concerned has 
been corrected and steps have been taken to prevent recurrences. 
 

3.10.9 Certification might be suspended until appropriate corrective action has taken place. 
 

3.10.10 Our certification system allows for us to suspend or delete you if no responses have been 
received to our letters or if there has been a critical, manifest infringement or relevant 
prosecution against you.  If this happens you must inform all of your customers that your 
certificate has been suspended.  

 

3.10.11 If you have been suspended, terminated or withdrawn it is illegal to sell or trade in organic 
products. 
 

3.11   Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) 

3.11.1 Genetically modified organisms (GMOs) and products produced from or by GMOs are 
incompatible with the concept of organic production and consumers' perception of organic 
products. They should therefore not be used in organic farming or in the processing of 
organic products.  
 

3.11.2 GMOs and products produced from or by GMOs shall not be used as food, feed, processing 
aids, plant protection products, fertilisers, soil conditioners, seeds, vegetative propagating 
material, micro-organisms and animals in organic production .  
 

3.11.3 The use of GMOs is prohibited.  It is not be possible to label a product as organic where it 
has to be labelled as containing GMOs, consisting of GMOs or produced from GMOs.  
 

3.11.4 In the case of products to which the GMO labelling rules apply, proof of compliance is the 
declaration on the labelling of inputs that they do not contain GMOs.   
 

3.11.5 For products to which the GMO labelling rules do not apply vendor declarations that the 
product has not been produced by or from GMOs are required from all of your suppliers.  
Visit our website www.orgfoodfed.com for a model of a GMO statement.   
 

3.11.6 For a guide to products that are subject to GMO labelling see: 
http://www.food.gov.uk/gmfoods/gm/gm_labelling    

 
3.11.7 Where it is not specifically mentioned or is in question a statement of non GMO inclusion 

must be obtained for all products purchased from your suppliers.  
 

3.11.8 Organic production must not take place for at least five years on land which has been 
planted with genetically modified crops. 
 

3.11.9 You must not grow any GM crops on your holding. 
 

3.12   Training 

3.12.1 To help maintain organic integrity it is necessary to ensure that all staff involved with 
producing and processing have: 
 

i. A basic training in the task that they are performing; 

ii. Have been made aware of the Standards relating to the task; 

http://www.orgfoodfed.com/
http://www.food.gov.uk/gmfoods/gm/gm_labelling
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iii. Understand how their tasks relate to organic integrity and separation and the need 
to maintain them. 

3.12.2 This training must be documented for all personnel involved in organics. 
 

3.13   Product approval 

3.13.1 All products and recipes must be approved by us and placed on your certificate and trading 
schedule before manufacture. For details on the requirements and permitted additives 
please see the relevant sections in this Standard. 
 

3.13.2 All livestock and crops must be inspected, approved and placed on your certificate and 
trading schedule by us before sale.  

 

3.14  Other statutory requirements 

3.14.1 You must comply with all relevant legislation that applies to your unit and operation over and 
above these Standards.  Examples can include: 
 

i. Health and safety legislation 
 

ii. Environmental; 
 

iii. Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH); 
 

iv. Employment law; 
 

v. Labelling; 
 

vi. HACCP. 
 

3.15   Use of our logo and the EU logo 

3.15.1 Our logo is a mark of recognition showing compliance to our Standards.  It is accepted 
throughout the UK and EU.   
 

3.15.2 As of 31 July 2010 it will be mandatory for all products over 95% organic content to be 
labelled with the EU logo.  
 

3.15.3 When you have successfully completed the certification process you will be eligible to use 
our logo on your products, advertising material, company stationery, promotional literature 
and your website subject to our approval in addition to the mandatory EU required logo. 
 

3.15.4 If your product is approved for use in organic systems by us you are eligible to use our 
approved product logo. 
 

3.15.5 We will send our logos to you on request. 
 

3.15.6 Copy of label artwork and proofs must be submitted to us for approval before printing and 
use. 
 

3.15.7 On withdrawal of your certificate you must immediately discontinue using our logo and all 
related advertising material.  Any reference to organic accreditation by us must be removed 
from all documents in your possession. 
 

3.15.8 If you are temporarily unable to comply with this Standard we may require you to 
discontinue using our logo or any claim of compliance to our Standard with immediate effect 
until the matter is resolved. 
 

3.15.9 Our logo can only be used in relation to products listed on your valid certificate or schedule. 
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3.15.10 You must submit for our approval any promotional or advertising material and if required to 

do so stop using any claims, statements or logos that are unacceptable or considered 
misleading by us. 
 

3.15.11 You can only use our logo on products you have manufactured, including animal feeds, if 
the content is 95% organic or over.    

 

3.16     Labelling 

3.16.1 Your products produced to this Standard may be labelled as organic.  
 

3.16.2 Organic products must be clearly labelled at all times, accurately describe the product and 
must not be misleading.  
 

3.16.3 Labelling must comply with all relevant UK legislation. 
 

3.16.4 You can only describe products as organic and market them as organic products if the 
composition of the product is 95% organic or over.    
 

3.16.5 You must ensure that your organic products are labelled stating:  
 

i. Your name and address and, where different, the owner or seller of the product; 
 

ii. The name of the product or a description of the compound feeding stuff 
accompanied by a reference to the organic production method;  

 
iii. Our name and / or the code number; 

 
iv. Where relevant the product should be labelled with an identification mark to enable 

traceability of the product to its manufacturer eg batch code, or use by / best before 
date.     
 

3.16.6 If less than 95% of the content of agricultural ingredients has been produced organically the 
term organic can only be used to refer to the ingredients which have been organically 
produced in the list of ingredients on the product label.  The ingredients list must also carry a 
declaration of the proportion of the content of organic agricultural ingredients.   
 

3.16.7 For animal feed products can be labelled organic as long as at least 95% of the dry matter 
content is comprised of organic ingredients.   
 

3.16.8 Your labels for animal feeds should be:   
 

i. Printed with the same colour, format and character font so as not to draw more 
attention to the organic reference than to the description or name of the feed;  
 

ii. Accompanied, in the same field of vision, by an indication by weight of dry matter 
referring:  

 
a) To the percentage of feed material from the organic production method;  

 
b) To the percentage of feed material from products in conversion to organic 

farming;  
 

c) To the percentage of feed material not organic or in conversion; 
 

d) To the total percentage of animal feed of agricultural origin;  
 

iii. Accompanied by a list of names of feed materials from the organic production 
method;  
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iv. Accompanied by a list of names of feed materials from products in conversion to 

organic production.  
 

3.16.9 Where feed is comprised of in conversion and / or non organic ingredients as well as 
organic ingredients you may sell it with the designation ñmay be used in organic production 
in accordance with Regulations (EC) 834/2007 and (EC) 889/2008ò, provided that it 
complies with this Standard.     
 

3.16.10 Organic feed labelling must show the respective total percentages in the product of feed 
materials which are organic, in conversion and from non-organic production as well as the 
total percentage of the feed comprised of agricultural ingredients. The labelling must also list 
the ingredients which are organic and those which are in conversion products.   
 

3.16.11 You may label products with the designation ñproduct under conversion to organic farmingò, 
provided that:   
 

i. When it was harvested the land on which it was grown had completed at least 
twelve months of its conversion period; 
 

ii. The designation must not be more prominently displayed than any other indications 
the product is required to carry; 
 

iii. It is comprised only of one crop ingredient;  
 

iv. It bears our code number.   
 

3.16.12 Labels must be clear, concise and comply with all relevant UK legislation. 
 

3.16.13 You must use the reference Organic Certification UK4 on all labels for products certified by 
us.  This includes dispatch, transport and delivery documents.  
 

3.16.14 If you import from the EU without breaking bulk you may use our logo but you cannot use 
Organic Certification UK4.  Your labels must include the code of the certifier who licenses 
the last process within the EU, for example EcoCert, Naturland, etc.  
 

3.16.15 If you import and break bulk or carry out a further processing operation then the wording 
Organic Certification UK4 must be used.  You may also use our logo. 
 

3.17     Complaints 

3.17.1 We will inform you of any complaints in writing which concern your operations. 
 

3.17.2 You are required to investigate and respond to us on any complaints that we receive. 
 

3.17.3 You must have a procedure on how you handle complaints made against your business or 
products.  You must also keep records of any complaints you receive and actions you have 
taken to resolve them. 
 

3.18    Appeals 

3.18.1 From the date of a certification decision you have 14 clear days to appeal. 
 

3.18.2 You must notify us in writing of your decision to appeal stating your grounds.    
 

3.18.3 Once we receive your appeal request we will send you a copy of the appropriate procedure 
which shows how we will process your appeal.  
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3.19     Sales, purchases and record keeping 

3.19.1 You must keep records relating to all products, chemicals, additives, seeds, livestock and 
raw materials that you sell or purchase. 
 

3.19.2 When selling products you must ensure all documentation that you supply with the product 
clearly states that the products are either organic or in certain cases in conversion.  These 
products must also be listed on your current certificate of conformity and trading schedule 
issued by us. 
 

3.19.3 When purchasing products you must ensure not only the documentation supplied (delivery 
note) is marked organic but that it is also accompanied by a valid certificate of conformity 
and trading schedule issued by an EU recognised certification body. 
 

3.19.4 On receipt of organic product you must check that the items are fully packaged and that the 
packaging is sealed and intact so as not to risk contamination with non organic products.  
 

3.19.5 Imported products from outside the EU must be pre approved by Defra import procedures 
and a copy of the Defra authorisations must be kept by you and forwarded to us. 
 

3.19.6 Records of quantities sold and purchased must be kept and made available at your annual 
audit as part of your reconciliation. 

 

3.20 Transport   

 
3.20.1 Where simultaneous collection of organic and non organic products takes place you must 

ensure appropriate measures are taken to prevent any possible mixture or exchange with 
non organic products and to ensure the identification of the organic products. You must also 
keep information relating to collection days, hours, circuit and date and time of receipt.  
 

3.20.2 You must ensure that organic products are transported to other units, including wholesalers 
and retailers, only in appropriate packaging, containers or vehicles closed in such a manner 
that substitution of the content cannot be achieved without manipulation or damage of the 
seal.   
 

3.20.3 The closing of packaging, containers or vehicles is not required where:  
 

i. Transportation is direct between two certified organic operators; 
 

ii. You must ensure that documentation accompanying the delivery meets the 
requirements of labelling. 
  

3.20.4 You must keep records on any transport operations, goods received or sent, and make sure 
they are available at our inspection.   
 

3.20.5 You must ensure during transport that organically produced feed, in conversion feed, and 
non organic feed are effectively physically separated.    
 

3.20.6 You must ensure that transport used for movement of products is clean, pest free and in 
suitable condition for its use especially where non organic products have been transported 
previously.  This transport must be cleaned between loads, checked and records kept.   
 

3.20.7 You must ensure organic products are separated physically or in time from non organic 
products during transport.   
 

3.20.8 You should ensure vehicles used to transport chilled or frozen goods are not only clean and 
suitable but are the correct temperature for the goods that you are transporting. 
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3.20.9 You must keep detailed records of: 
 

i. Products transported; 
 

ii. Date transported; 
 

iii. Haulier or vehicle; 
 

iv. Cleaning between loads;  
  

v. Packaging integrity checks; 
 

vi. Correct documentation sent and received; 
 

vii. Products clearly labelled and identified. 
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ORGANIC FARMING OVERVIEW 
 

4.1 Specific principles   

 

4.1.1 The specific principles to be followed for crop and livestock production are set out below.  
 

4.1.2 For crops they emphasise the importance of maintaining soil health and fertility, the principle 
that the use of external inputs should be reduced to the minimum necessary, the importance 
of minimising waste and the need for production methods to be in harmony with the local 
environment. 
 

4.1.3 For livestock they emphasise the importance of using breeds and strains of livestock 
appropriate to organic systems and the location of the holding, the importance of using 
management practices as the primary support for animal health and welfare, the principle 
that the use of external inputs should be reduced to the minimum necessary, minimising 
waste and the need for production methods to be in harmony with the local environment.  
 

4.1.4 Organic production principles are:  
 

i. Maintaining and enhancing of soil life and natural soil fertility, soil stability and soil 
biodiversity preventing and combating soil compaction and soil erosion, and the 
nourishing of plants primarily through the soil ecosystem; 

 
ii. Minimising the use of non renewable resources and off farm inputs;  

 
iii. Recycling of wastes and by products of plant and animal origin as an input in plant 

and livestock production;  
 

iv. Taking account of the local or regional ecological balance when taking production 
decisions;  

 
v. Maintaining animal health by encouraging the natural immunological defence of the 

animal, as well as the selection of appropriate breeds and husbandry practices;  
 

vi. Maintaining plant health by preventative measures, such as choosing appropriate 
species and varieties resistant to pests and diseases, appropriate crop rotations, 
mechanical and physical methods and the protection of natural enemies or pests;  

 
vii. Practicing site adapted and land related livestock production;  

 
viii. Observing a high level of animal welfare respecting species specific needs;  

 
ix. Producing products from animals that have been raised on organic holdings since 

birth or hatching and throughout their life;  
 

x. Choosing breeds having regard to the capacity of animals to adapt to local 
conditions, their vitality and their resistance to disease or health problems;  

 
xi. Feeding livestock with organic feed composed of agricultural ingredients from 

organic farming and of natural non agricultural substances;  
 

xii. Applying animal husbandry practices, which enhance the immune system and 
strengthen the natural defence against diseases, in particular including regular 
exercise and access to open air areas and pasture where appropriate;  

 
xiii. Excluding the rearing of artificially induced polyploid animals. 
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4.2 Unit descriptions   

 

4.2.1 A full description of your unit, premises and activity must be drawn up prior to first 
inspection.  This should include:         
 

i. A map showing the boundaries of your total holding outlined in blue with the organic 
area in green and any in transition land in red.   Your map must also include 
buildings; 
 

ii. Field numbers including their size, cropping and whether in transition 1, 2, 3 or 
organic. 
  

iii. Livestock housing plans; 
 

iv. The facilities used for the reception, preparation and storage of the products 
intended for animal feed before and after the operations concerning them;  

 
v. The facilities used for the storage of other products used to prepare feedingstuffs;  

 
vi. The facilities used to store products for cleaning and disinfection;  

 
vii.  The description of the compound feeding stuff that you intend to produce, in 

accordance with legislative requirements, and the livestock species or class for 
which the compound feeding stuff is intended;  

 
viii. The name of the feed materials that you intend to prepare.  

 
4.2.2 Details of the measures you take to guarantee compliance with this organic Standard. 

 

4.3 Annual audit   

 
4.3.1 Audits are carried out at every stage of food production. 

 
4.3.2 The purpose of your annual audit is to ensure that what you have done over the past year is 

in line with our Standards and that all your purchases and sales are consistent with what 
has occurred on the farm.  
 

4.3.3 Before the inspector arrives, you should ensure that you have updated the following 
information:   

 
i. Farm map showing the organic area and farm plan showing the farm buildings; 

 

ii. Rotational plan for the farm and a cropping plan by field or area; 
 

iii. Details of seeds and transplants used including quantity purchased and their 
organic status or derogation; 

 

iv. Field records showing the dates of all the activities on that field, including details of 
the quantities of all the inputs used (mineral fertilisers, pest and disease control 
products, manure); 

 

v. A livestock management plan including management of feeding, health and 
reproduction; 

 

vi. Records of livestock purchases, conversion period, all veterinary and treatment 
details and identification.  Details of the livestock sold, age, weight, identification 
and destination.  Details of animals lost and the reason; 
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vii. Records of animal feed purchased, the quantities fed to each type of stock and its 
organic status; 

 

viii. Details of any veterinary products used on farm detailing stock treated, products 
used and withdrawal periods; 

 

ix. Records of when milk or egg production starts; 
 

x. A waste management plan for the manure and / or where necessary details of the 
organic unit where it is going; 

 

xi. Complaints record; 
 

xii. Details of the products sold, the quantities and the purchasers. If the sales are direct 
to the final consumer then these must be kept on a daily basis; 

 

xiii. Details of any conventional production and proof of separation; 
 

xiv. Records of all derogations issued showing their start and end dates. 
 

4.3.4 Failure to provide any of this information (if it is relevant to your operation) will result in a non 
compliance.  If the absence of information results in failure to carry out an acceptable 
reconciliation it becomes a serious non compliance and your continued certification is at 
risk. We will have to charge if further inspections are required due to a serious non 
compliance. 
 

4.4 Storage   

 
4.4.1 You must manage storage areas in such a way as to ensure identification of lots and to 

avoid any mixing with or contamination by products and / or substances not in compliance 
with our Standards.  Organic products shall be clearly identifiable at all times. 
 

4.4.2 You must not store products other than those authorised in this Standard.  
 

4.4.3 You may store allopathic veterinary medicinal products and antibiotics provided they have 
been prescribed by a veterinarian in connection with treatment.  They must be stored in a 
controlled location and entered in the livestock record. 
 

4.4.4  Where you store non organic and organic products in the same storage facility you must: 
(35) 

 
i. Store the organic products separate from the other agricultural products and / or 

foodstuffs;  
 

ii. Take every measure to ensure identification of consignments and avoid mixtures or 
exchanges with non organic products;  

 
iii. Prior to storage ensure suitable cleaning measures have been taken and the 

effectiveness of them has been checked and recorded.  
 

4.4.5 The use of ionising radiation and synthetic chemical treatments as an aid to preservation of 
stored product is prohibited.  

 

4.5 Addition of land   

 
4.5.1 If you want to have land added to your certificate and schedule you must provide us with all 

the details pertaining to the parcel of land concerned.  This can be done by downloading 
from our website the form for the addition of land to enter transition 1. 
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4.5.2 Where this land is rented from another farmer you should have a land rental agreement in 
place.  This agreement should provide you with an assurance that the owner will not treat 
the land in any way as to invalidate the landôs organic status or conversion. 
 

4.6 Labelling in conversion crops   

 
4.6.1 You can label crops as in conversion provided that:  
 

i. A conversion period of at least 12 months before the harvest has been complied 
with;  

 
ii. The indication shall appear in a colour, size and style of lettering which is not more 

prominent than the sales description of the product.  The entire indication shall have 
the same size of letters;  

 
iii. The product contains only one crop ingredient of agricultural origin;  

 
iv. Our certification code Organic Certification UK4 is marked clearly on the label. 

 
v. You do not use the EU logo.  

 

4.7 Record keeping   

 
4.7.1 You must keep farm, activity and financial records on your unit or premises to enable us to 

audit your operation to this Standard. These records will include but not exclusively as 
applicable: 
 

i. Derogations: 
 

a) Derogation document issued by us or by Defra; 
 

b) What the derogation is issued for; 
 

c) Start and finish dates. 
 

ii. Animal manure export and import details. 
 

iii. Imported fertilizer details. 
 

iv. Other authorised farm inputs. 
 

v. Seed purchases and home saved seed. 
 

vi. Farm plan, showing all buildings. 
 

vii. Field records. 
 

viii. Livestock management records. 
 

ix. Purchase records (for example stock, feed). 
 

x. Sales (for example grain, stock). 
 

xi. Storage records. 
 

xii. Veterinary medicine usage. 
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xiii. Pest control records. 
 

xiv. Cleaning records. 
 

xv. Financial records. 
 

xvi. Any sub contractor agreements. 
 

xvii. Any land rental agreements. 
 
xviii. Training records. 

 
xix. Detailed descriptions of these records will be found in the relevant sections of this 

Standard. 
 

4.8 Horses on organic land   

 
4.8.1 If you keep horses on organic land that are not being bred for meat production (when normal 

organic rules would apply) then the following rules must be implemented to allow them to 
stay on organic land without affecting its status. 
 

4.8.2 You should feed any horses on organic land with organic or approved non organic feed.  In 
cases where this is not possible then feed must be GM free and records kept of purchases 
and quantities. 
 

4.8.3 If you have more than five horses you must carry out a faecal egg count prior to treating a 
horse for worms. 
 

4.8.4 If ivermectin based wormers are used the animals must be housed for two days or the dung 
they produce during that period must be removed from the pasture. 
 

4.8.5 Any manure produced by the animals will be classed as non organic and if it is to be 
returned to the organic land it must be composted for at least 6 months. 
 

4.8.6 You must provide a health plan for your animals showing how you intend to control worms 
and diseases etc. 

 

4.9 Pest control    

 
4.9.1 You should maintain good housekeeping, cleanliness and regular turnaround of goods and 

materials to ensure ways of minimising problems associated with rodents, insects and birds. 
 

4.9.2 You should clear up all spillages surrounding waste storage facilities as soon as possible. 
 

4.9.3 Pest control activities may be carried out by a licensed contractor or yourself having 
completed an appropriate training course.    
 

4.9.4 If you use a pest contractor you must make them aware your unit is organic and must obtain 
a letter stating acknowledgement of your status. 
 

4.9.5 General pest control should be maintained for areas of your farm including buildings, stores, 
animal housing, yards and field boundaries where appropriate.  You can use all legal 
methods of controlling vermin. 
 

4.9.6 You must keep an updated map to show the position of all baits and monitors as well as 
electric fly killers and insect traps.  All bait stations must be labelled to correspond with the 
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map.   
 

4.9.7 You must keep records of all treatments carried out, detailing the date, type of infestation, 
control method, materials used, the area receiving the treatment and the name of the person 
carrying out the treatment. 
 

4.9.8 Traps can be used but their operation must be humane and not cause unnecessary 
suffering to the animal. 
 

4.9.9 For products used in traps and dispensers, except pheromone dispensers, the traps and 
dispensers, should prevent the substances from being released into the environment and 
prevent contact between the substances and the crops being cultivated. The traps should be 
collected after use and disposed off safely. 
 

4.9.10 You must clearly label all pest control chemicals and store in a controlled lockable area that 
is adequately proofed. 
 

4.9.11 You must keep COSHH safety sheets and material safety data sheets for all pest control 
chemicals. 
 

4.9.12 On farms where organic and conventional materials are stored or processed, you must only 
use the methods permitted in this Standard.  
 

4.9.13 You must not store insecticides and / or rodenticides inside food production or storage 
areas.   

 
4.9.14 No rodenticides should be used in on farm packing / processing areas, although non 

poisonous monitoring baits may be used providing there is no risk of contamination  

  
4.9.15 You must not use any synthetic insecticide in your premises where materials are stored. 

Only natural pyrethrins can be used when the need arises.  If you use any other insecticide 
the organic materials in the vicinity will be de-classified to non organic, and no organic 
materials can be brought into the vicinity where spaying took place for at least 7 days.  
 

4.9.16 If fumigation of organic materials is necessary as a last resort to prevent further  
contamination, they will lose their organic status and the event must be recorded, dated and 
signed.  You must inform us with full details of the proposed treatment, prior to the event. 
 

4.9.17 Permitted materials  

Name Description, compositional requirements, conditions for use 

Freezing, heating & 
vacuum, nitrogen and 
carbon dioxide 

For treatment of products and packaging.  

Mechanical barriers, 
sound and light, including 
UV  

 

Electrical insect killers  

Licensed rodent baits For rodent control, tamper proof bait stations containing 
legally approved pesticides. 
 
In locations where there is no risk of contamination. 
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Pheromone traps and 
sticky boards, not 
containing pesticides 

Where the latter are used for rodent control, they must be in 
accordance with British Pest Control Association Code of 
Practice. 

Diatomaceous earth and 
amorphous silica 

Dessicant dusts derived from naturally occurring sources. 

Bait stations for crawling 
insects containing 
insecticides 

 

 

4.9.18 Restricted materials 

Pyrethrins, extracted from 
a natural botanical source 
and synergised using 
Piperonyl butoxide (BPO) 
derived from a natural 
source eg oil and 
sassafras. 

These must not come into contact with any organic material 
or packaging which must be removed or protected to form an 
effective barrier to contact with the spraying agent. 

This barrier is to remain in place for 24 hours after the 
spraying has taken place. 
 
Adequate ventilation and cleaning of product contact 
surfaces must take place after the 24 hour withdrawal period 
and prior to resumption of organic activities within the treated 
area. 
 

Synthetic pyrethroids. Band spraying wall / floor joints, machinery bases and 
entrances. 
 

4.9.19 Forbidden 

Organo phosphorous 

based products 

These must not be used on site. 

 
4.9.20 You must ask us permission to use restricted treatments under any other circumstance.  

The application should detail reasons for use, substance and details of the procedures to 

avoid product contamination.  In exceptional circumstances, treatment may be carried out 
and we must be notified within two working days.   

 
4.9.21 No control substance can be used unless it is specifically permitted or there has been a 

documented case of need to justify the use of a restricted substance.  

 
4.9.22 For pest and disease control of crops see section 5.9.      
 

4.10   Catastrophic circumstances 

4.10.1 Defra may authorise measures, on a temporary basis, to allow organic production to 
continue or recommence in the case of catastrophic circumstances as follows: 

  
i. In the case of high mortality of animals caused by health or catastrophic 

circumstances, the renewal or reconstitution of the herd or flock with non organic 
animals, when organically reared animals are not available;  
 

ii. In cases of high mortality of bees caused by health or catastrophic circumstances, 
the reconstitution of the apiaries with non organic bees, when organic apiaries are 
not available;  
 

iii. The use of non organic feedingstuffs for a limited period and in relation to a specific 
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area by individual operators, when forage production is lost or when restrictions are 
imposed, in particular as a result of exceptional meteorological conditions, the 
outbreak of infectious diseases, the contamination with toxic substances, or as a 
consequence of fires;  
 

iv. The feeding of bees with organic honey, organic sugar or organic sugar syrup in 
case of long lasting exceptional weather conditions or catastrophic circumstances, 
which hamper the nectar or honeydew production.  
 

4.10.2 In cases where Defra authorises a derogation for any of the above you must keep records 
and details including a copy of the derogation. 
 

4.11 Hydroponic production   

 

4.11.1 Hydroponic Production is prohibited.  
 

4.12 On farm processing    

 
4.12.1 Whilst this section contains general rules for on farm processing you must consult our 

processing Standard, which is available on line at www.orgfoodfed.com, prior to starting 
processing. 
 

4.12.2 You must complete a processing application form if you carry out simple on farm processing.  
 

4.12.3 You may carry out simple processing on a dedicated organic site, once you have been 
inspected for this operation. It is a separate inspection to your farm audit. 

 
4.12.4 On farm processing is normally defined as where raw materials are processed in such a way 

that traceability and reconciliation is not difficult to follow. 
 

4.12.5 Examples of on farm processing are:   
 

i. Cleaning;   
 

ii. Peeling,  
 

iii. Chopping and slicing;  
 

iv. Packing (including bought in certified products) eg box schemes;  
 

v. Blending (including bought in certified products) where the nature of the product is 
not changed e.g. muesli;  
 

vi. Processing of a single organic ingredient where nature is not changed eg flour 
milling; simple butchery. 
 

 

http://www.orgfoodfed.com/
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CROP AND LAND HUSBANDRY 
 

5.1 Converting land and crops to organic production   

 
5.1.1 The essential elements of an organic plant production management system are soil fertility 

management, choice of species and varieties, multiannual crop rotation, recycling organic 
materials and cultivation techniques.  Additional fertilisers, soil conditioners and plant 
protection products should only be used if they are compatible with the objectives and 
principles of organic production.  
 

5.1.2 Your conversion will start from the date of application provided adequate records are 
submitted.  
 

5.1.3 You must follow this Standard throughout your conversion period to full organic status and 
beyond.  
 

5.1.4 Only crops planted on land which has completed its conversion period may be sold as 
organic.   
 

5.1.5 Your land must complete a conversion period prior to becoming fully organic of:  
 

i. Not less than two years before sowing; 
 

ii. For grassland at least two years before it can be harvested as feedingstuffs for 
organic livestock; 
 

iii. For perennial crops other than grassland at least three years before harvest of 
products. 
 

5.1.6 Where part of your holding is already organic and you are converting more land to organic 
you must keep organically produced product and in conversion products separated and 
keep records to prove this separation.  
 

5.2 Planning conversion   

 
Conversion Plan 

5.2.1 You must submit a written conversion plan at the start of your conversion.   This must cover 
the period of a complete rotation and should include the following information. 
 

i. Unit description showing operations covering your entire holding and any planned 
expansion that you might undertake; 
 

ii. Schedule of fields showing field numbers and size.  This should also show 
cropping and whether the field is in transition 1, 2, 3, organic or conventional and 
areas which are not under agricultural crops; 
 

iii. Cropping plan showing a complete rotation with the cultivation of legumes, 
incorporation of livestock manure and other organic material to ensure the supply of 
essential nutrients to the plants; 
 

iv. Crop storage facility description showing the changes you will make to maintain 
separation of organic, in conversion and non organic crops to avoid cross 
contamination.  
 

v. Livestock management plans for any livestock enterprise containing details of 
conversion management and dates for proposed sales of animals / produce; 
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vi. Map showing the boundaries of your total holding outlined in blue with the organic 
area in green and any in transition land in red.   Your map must also include any 
buildings; 
 

vii. Environmental conservation measures showing measures intended to increase 
diversification and pest control through natural predators; 
 

viii. Separation of buildings, equipment, access, cropping and livestock between 
organic and non organic production.  This is to include physical barriers. 
 

ix. Soil management plan showing the use of organic manures, cultivation procedures 
(eg soil aeration using subsoiler, avoidance of deep ploughing and early ploughing) 
and use of winter cover crops; 
 

x. Weed and pest control measures showing the programme for the control of 
weeds, pests and diseases; 
 

xi. Farm waste management showing storage and application of farmyard manure 
and silage effluent to avoid pollution of water courses.  This should also show 
nitrogen production at the start of your conversion and proposed future production. 
 

xii. Fertiliser records showing uses of permitted inputs and soil conditioners; 
 

xiii. Records of how you manage these aspects of the plan must be kept up to date and 
current and will form part of your annual audit. 
 

5.2.2 Organic Conversion Information Service (OCIS) 
OCIS  provides initial advice and a comprehensive information pack followed by a free on 
farm advisory visit for conventional farmers.  The impartial advice on the principles and 
mechanics of organic production should help you decide whether conversion is appropriate 
for your enterprise.  Details of how to contact them can be found on our website. 
 

5.2.3 Shortened conversion  
Defra may decide to shorten conversion periods retroactively subject to satisfactory proof 
being supplied allowing them to justify conditions have been met for a period of at least 
three years:   
 

i. Where land parcels have been previously subject to measures to ensure no 
unauthorised inputs have been used; 
 

ii. Where land parcels are natural or agricultural areas that have not been treated with 
products not authorised for organic production; 
 

iii. Your justification for a shortened conversion period must be supported by us and 
include independently produced, verifiable documentary evidence that the required 
conditions have been met. If we are able to support an application we will forward it 
to Defra for decision.  However, the maximum length of time that will be permitted to 
be taken into account under these provisions is twelve months.  
 

5.2.4 In cases where land has been contaminated or other incidents the conversion period might 
be extended by either us or Defra.   
 

5.2.5 Parcels of land which have already been converted or are in the process of being converted 
that are treated with a non approved product might not have conversion time increased in 
the following cases:  
 

i. Where a compulsory disease or pest control measure has been imposed by Defra 
and where  degradation of the product concerned shall guarantee, at the end of the 
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conversion period, an insignificant level of residues in the soil and, in the case of a 
perennial crop, in the plant;   
 

ii. Where parcels of land have been authorised for treatment with non authorised 
products as part of scientific tests approved by Defra the harvest following the 
treatment may not be sold with reference to organic production methods. 
 

5.3 Parallel cropping and organic separation   

 
5.3.1 Parallel production is the production of organic and non organic crops on the same unit.   

 

5.3.2 As a general principle where there is parallel production of organic and non organic crops 
the holding shall be entirely under organic management.  
 

5.3.3 However as an exception to this general principle holdings that comprise both organic and 
non organic units are allowed provided that there is effective separation between them as 
follows: 
 

i. Physical, financial and operational;  
 

ii. Measures are in place to prevent cross contamination or substitution of non organic 
products for organic products.   
 

5.3.4 With our permission you may run organic and non organic production units in the same area 
where:  
 

i. Organic and non organic varieties of the same perennial crops, where varieties 
cannot be easily differentiated provided the following conditions are met: 
 

a) You must give a firm undertaking in your conversion plan that the non organic area 
will take no longer than five years to convert.  You must submit this plan to us for 
approval and keep it updated at all times. 
 

b) You must take appropriate measures to ensure the permanent separation of the 
products concerned; 
 

c) You must notify us at least 48 hours before harvest of each of the products 
concerned; 
 

d) Upon completion of the harvest you must inform us of the exact quantities harvested 
and the measures applied to separate the products; 
 

e) The conversion plan and control measures have been approved by us each year 
after the start of the conversion plan; 
 

ii. In the case of production of seed vegetative propagating material and transplants; 
provided a, b, c, d and e above are met: 
 

iii. Areas intended for agricultural research or formal education agreed by Defra; 
 

iv. In the case of grassland exclusively used for grazing. 
 

5.3.5 You must ensure a physical boundary or 10 meter buffer zone between organic and non 
organic production in order to prevent cross contamination 
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5.4 General farm environmental management   

 
5.4.1 Hedge and ditch maintenance 

You should avoid cutting hedges and carrying out ditch maintenance between 1 March and 
31 August.  This is to encourage a diversity of wildlife and plants. 
 

5.4.2 Members of any environmental schemes 
You should inform us if you are a member of an agri environmental scheme. 
 

5.5 Soil management   

 
5.5.1 Organic plant production should contribute to maintaining and enhancing soil fertility as well 

as to preventing soil erosion.  Plants should preferably be fed through the soil eco system 
and not through soluble fertilisers added to the soil.  
 

5.5.2 The essential elements of an organic plant production management system are soil fertility 
management, choice of species and varieties, multiannual crop rotation, recycling organic 
materials and cultivation techniques.  Additional fertilisers, soil conditioners and plant 
protection products should only be used if they are compatible with the objectives and 
principles of organic production and this Standard.  
 

5.5.3 You should use tillage and cultivation practices that maintain or increase soil organic matter, 
enhance soil stability and soil biodiversity, and prevent soil compaction and soil erosion. 
 

5.5.4 You should maintain and increase the fertility and biological activity of the soil by 
multiannual crop rotation including legumes and other green manure crops, and by the 
application of livestock manure or organic material, both preferably composted, from organic 
production.  
 

5.5.5 You should use plant production techniques to prevent or minimise any contribution to the 
contamination of the environment.  
 

5.5.6 You should rely primarily on the protection by natural enemies, the choice of species and 
varieties, crop rotation, cultivation techniques and thermal processes for the  prevention of 
damage caused by pests, diseases and weeds.  
 

5.5.7 You must only use products for cleaning and disinfection in plant production if they are listed 
in this Standard.  
 

5.5.8 You may be asked for appropriate soil analyses to be taken the results of which must be 
submitted to us. 
 

5.6 Farm waste management    

 
5.6.1 You must produce a farm waste management plan covering all aspects of use of manure 

including storage, silage effluent, applications, treatments and the total produced.   
 

5.6.2 Your plan for spreading manure must be agreed by us and you must keep it up to date. You 
must record any applications including type of manure used, time of year and quantity. 
 

5.6.3 You must ensure that storage facilities for livestock manure are large enough to manage the 
greatest amount of manure that you will store in any one year to preclude the pollution of 
water by direct discharge or by run off and infiltration into the soil.  
 

5.6.4 Your waste management plan including storage must be developed in line with all current 
legislation and codes of practice.  
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5.6.5 Manure produced on your organic holding must not be exported to a non organic holding.  

 
5.6.6 The total amount of manure applied on your holding must not exceed 170 kg of nitrogen per 

year, per hectare.  Where necessary you will be asked to reduce your stocking density to 
avoid exceeding this limit or you must export surplus manure to another organic holding. 
 

5.6.7 You must keep records of any manure movements.  
 

5.7 Imported fertiliser materials   

 
5.7.1 You may use fertilisers and soil conditioners listed below.  

Substances of crop or animal origin 

Name Description, compositional requirement, 
conditions for use 

ȹ Compound products or products 
containing only materials listed hereunder: 
Farmyard manure  

Product comprising a mixture of animal 
excrements and vegetable matter (animal 
bedding). 
Factory farming origin forbidden. 
 

ȹ Dried farmyard manure and dehydrated 
poultry manure  

Factory farming origin forbidden. 

ȹ Composted animal excrements, 
including poultry manure and composted 
farmyard manure included.  

Factory farming origin forbidden. 

ȹ Liquid animal excrements  Use after controlled fermentation and/or 
appropriate dilution 
Factory farming origin forbidden. 

ȹ Composted or fermented household 
waste  

Product obtained from source separated 
household waste, which has been submitted 
to composting or to anaerobic fermentation 
for biogas production. 
Only vegetable and animal household waste 
Only when produced in a closed and 
monitored collection system , accepted by 
the Defra. 
Maximum concentrations in mg/kg of dry 
matter: cadmium: 0.7%; copper: 70; nickel: 
25; lead: 45; zinc: 200; mercury: 0.4; 
chromium (total): 70; chromium (VI): 0 

ȹ Peat Use limited to horticulture (market gardening, 
floriculture, arboriculture, nursery) 

Mushroom culture wastes Initial composition of the substrate shall be 
limited to products in this Standard. 

Dejecta of worms (vermicompost) and 
insects 

 

Guano  

ȹ Composted or fermented mixture of 
vegetable matter 

Product obtained from mixtures of vegetable 
matter, which have been submitted to 
composting or to anaerobic fermentation for 
biogas production. 

ȹ Products or by-products of animal origin 
as below: 
blood meal 
hoof meal 
horn meal 
bone meal or degelatinised bone meal 

Maximum concentration in mg/kg of dry 
matter of chromium (VI): 0 
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meal 
fish meal 
meat meal 
feather, hair and ñchiquetteò meal 
wool 
fur 
hair 
dairy products  

Products and by-products of plant origin 
for fertilisers 

Examples:  oilseed cake meal, cocoa husks, 
malt culms 

Seaweeds and seaweed products As far as directly obtained by: 
a) physical processes including 

dehydration, freezing and grinding. 
b) Extraction with water or aqueous acid 

and/or alkaline solution 
c) Fermentation 

Sawdust and wood chips Wood not chemically treated after felling 

Composted bark Wood not chemically treated after felling 

Wood ash From wood not chemically treated after felling 

Soft ground rock phosphate Obtained in amorphous form by heat 
treatment and grinding, containing aluminium 
and calcium phosphates as essential 
ingredients.  

Aluminium-calcium phosphate Obtained in amorphous form by heat 
treatment and grinding, containing aluminium 
and calcium phosphates as essential 
ingredients. 
Cadmium content less than or equal to 90 
mg/kg of Phosphorous oxide 
Use limited to basic soils (pH>7.5) 

ȹ Basic slag 
 
- Thomas phosphates 
- Thomas slag 

Obtained in iron-smelting by treatment of the 
phosphorus melts and containing calcium 
silicophosphates as its essential ingredients. 

ȹ Crude potassium salt or kainit From crude potassium salts 

ȹ Potassium sulphate, possible containing 
magnesium salt 

Product obtained from crude potassium salt 
by a physical extraction process, containing 
possibly also magnesium salts. 

Stillage and stillage extract Ammonium stillage excluded 

Calcium carbonate 
(chalk, marl, ground limestone, Breton 
ameliorant, (maerl), phosphate chalk) 

Only of natural origin 

Magnesium and calcium carbonate Only of natural origin eg magnesian chalk, 
ground magnesium, limestone 

Magnesium sulphate (kieserite) Only natural origin 

ȹ Calcium chloride solution Foliar treatment of apple trees, after 
identification of deficit of calcium 

Calcium sulphate (gypsum) Natural or industrial origin containing calcium 
sulphate at various degrees of hydration. 
Only of natural origin. 

ȹ Industrial line from sugar production By-product of sugar production from 
sugarbeet 

ȹ Industrial lime from vacuum salt 
production 

By-product of the vacuum salt production 
from brine found in mountains. 

ȹ Elemental sulphur Comparatively refined natural or industrial 
product. 
Products as specified in Annex 1D3 of 
Regulation 2003/2003 
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Trace elements as follows:  

ü Boric acid Obtained by the action of an acid on a borate 

ü Sodium borate Chemically obtained product containing as its 
essential component a sodium borate 

ü Calcium borate Product obtained from colemanite or 
pandermite containing as its essential 
ingredient calcium borate. 

ü Baron ethanol amine Obtained by reacting a boric acid with an 
ethanol amine 

ü Borated fertiliser in solution Obtained by dissolving boric acid and/or 
sodium borate and or boron ethanol amine. 

ü Borated fertiliser in suspension Obtained by suspending boric acid and/or 
sodium borate and or boron ethanol amine in 
water. 

Sodium chloride Only mined salt 

Stone meal and clays 
 

 

5.7.2 You must request a derogation form from us and have it authorised before you can use  
any products marked above with ȹ. 
 

5.7.3 You may use biodynamic preparations.  
 

5.7.4 You must not use mineral nitrogen fertilisers.  
 

5.7.5 You must keep the following records:   
 

i. Date of application; 
 

ii. Type and amount of fertiliser; 
 

iii. Fields  
 

5.7.6 You may not store any fertilisers or inputs other than those listed in this section on your 
agricultural holding. 

 

5.8 Weed control methods   

 
5.8.1 You must not use traditional herbicides and methods. 

 
5.8.2 Weeds shall be controlled by a combination of the following measures:  

 
i. Choice of appropriate species and varieties; 

 
ii. Appropriate crop rotation programme; 

 
iii. Mechanical cultivation procedures; 

 
iv. Thermal weeding such as flame; 

 
v. Manual control ï hand weeding; 

 
vi. Companion planting; 

 
vii. Mulches; 

 
viii. Under-sowing and intercropping; 
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ix. Livestock in orchards, etc. 
 

5.8.3 All activities must be recorded. 
 

5.9 Pest and disease control   

 
5.9.1 The prevention of damage caused by pests, diseases and weeds shall rely primarily on the 

protection by natural enemies, the choice of species and varieties, crop rotation, cultivation 
techniques and thermal processes.   
 

5.9.2 Where plants cannot be adequately protected from pests and disease only products listed in 
this Standard can be used.  
 

5.9.3 For products used in traps and dispensers, except pheromone dispensers, the traps and 
dispensers, must prevent the substances from being released into the environment and 
prevent contact between the substances and the crops being cultivated. The traps must be 
collected after use and disposed off safely.  You must keep records of this.  

 
5.9.4 When spraying records must be kept of each spray application including:  

 
i. Date; 
ii. Field; 
iii. Crop; 
iv. Stage of growth; 
v. Reasons for application; 
vi. Product;  
vii. Permitted dose rates;  
viii. Pesticide and water application rates; 
ix. Start and finish times;  
x. Wind speed and direction; 
xi. Harvest interval; 
xii. Operator. 

 
5.9.5 You must ensure that any person conducting spray treatments is aware of your organic 

status and is fully trained in accordance with UK law.  Records must be kept of this training. 
  

5.9.6 All equipment used for pest and disease control, with emphasis on spray equipment, must 
be free of non permitted materials that may endanger your organic status.  A full cleaning 
record must be kept. 
 

5.9.7 You must ensure that pesticides are stored in their original containers clearly labelled.   
 

5.9.8 Pesticide storage areas should be dedicated, clearly labelled and secure.  The storage area 
must not allow accidental leakage of products to endanger the environment. 
 

5.9.9 You must keep records of products and quantities purchased and all relevant material safety 
data sheets and COSHH records. 
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5.10 Pesticides ï plant protection products   

 
5.10.1 Substances of crop or animal origin 

Name Description, compositional requirement, 
conditions for use 

Azadirachtin extracted from Azadirachta 
indica (neem tree) 

Insecticide 

Beeswax Pruning agent 

Gelatine Insecticide 

Hydrolysed proteins Attractant, only in authorised applications in 
combination with other appropriate products 
on this list 

Lecithin Fungicide 

Plant oils (eg mint oil, pine oil, caraway oil) Insecticide, acaricide, fungicide and sprout 
inhibiter 

Pyrethrins extracted from Chrysanthemum 
cinerariaefolium 

Insecticide 

Quassia extracted from Quassia amara Insecticide, repellent 

ȹ Rotenone extracted from Derris spp. 
and Lonchocarpus spp. and Terphrosia 
spp. 

Insecticide 

 
5.10.2 Micro-organisms used for biological pest and disease control 

Micro-organisms (bacteria, viruses and 
fungi) 
 

 
 

 
5.10.3 Substances produced by micro-organisms 

ȹ Spinosad Insecticide 
Only where measures are taken to minimise 
the risk to key parasitoids and to minimise the 
risk of development of resistance 
 

 
5.10.4 Substances to be used in traps and / or dispensers 

Diammonium phosphate Attractant, only in traps 

Pheromones Attractant: sexual behaviour disrupter, only in 
traps and dispensers 

Pyrethroids (only deltamethrin or 
lambdacyhalothrin) 

Insecticide; only in traps with specific 
attractants; only against Bactrocera oleae 
and Ceratitis capitata Wied. 

 
5.10.5 Preparations to be surface-spread between cultivated plants 

Ferric phosphate (iron (III) orthophosphate) Molluscicide 
 

 
5.10.6 Other substances from traditional use in organic farming 

ȹ Copper in the form of copper hydroxide, 
copper, oxychloride (tribasic) copper 
sulphate, cuprous oxide, copper octanoate 

Fungicide 
Up to 6kg copper per hectare per year 
For perennial crops, Member States may, by 
derogations from the previous paragraph, 
provide that the 6kg copper limit can be 
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exceeded in a given year provided that the 
average quantity actually used over a 5-year 
period consisting of that year and of the four 
preceding years does not exceed 6kg. 

Ethylene Degreening bananas, kiwis and kakis; 
degreening of citrus fruit only as part of a 
strategy for the prevention of fruit fly damage 
in citrus; flower induction of pineapple; 
sprouting inhibition in potatoes and onions. 

Fatty acid potassium salt (soft soap) Insecticide 

Potassium aluminium (aluminium sulphate) 
(Kalinite) 

Prevention of ripening of bananas 

ȹ Lime sulphur (calcium polysulphide) Fungicide, insecticide, acaricide 

Paraffin oil Insecticide, acaricide 

ȹ Mineral oils Insecticide, fungicide; 

Only in fruit trees, vines, olive trees and 
tropical crops (eg bananas) 

Potassium permanganate Fungicide, bactericide; only in fruit trees, 
olive trees and vines. 

Quartz sand Repellent 

Sulphur Fungicide, acaricide, repellent 

 
5.10.7 Other substances 

Calcium hydroxide Fungicide 
Only in fruit trees, including nurseries, to 
control Nectria galligena 

Potassium bicarbonate Fungicide 

 
5.10.8 You must request a derogation form from us and have it authorised before you may use  

any products marked above with ȹ. 
 

5.10.9 You must only use plant protection products that are listed in this Standard in the case of an 
established threat to a crop.  

 

5.11 Crop harvesting and storage ï including cleaning   

 
Harvest 

5.11.1 You must keep records showing:   
 

i. Harvest date; 
 

ii. Crop harvested; 
 

iii. Quantity harvested as organic or in conversion; 
 

iv. Pre cleaning of machinery before harvesting. 
 

5.11.2 You may if necessary dry crops using indirect heated air or other appropriate systems 
 
Storage 

5.11.3 Organic materials must be kept separated from non organic materials.   
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5.11.4 Stored products must be clearly labelled and identified in sufficient detail to allow correlation 
between product and the harvest date and field data. Organic products must be clearly 
identifiable at all times. 
 

5.11.5 You must take every measure to ensure identification of consignments and avoid mixtures 
or exchanges with non organic products.  
 

5.11.6 Stores must be clean, dry, well ventilated and pest free. 
 

5.11.7 You must ensure that machinery and equipment used in connection with storage facilities 
and processes are clean and free of contaminants.   
 

5.11.8 For cleaning and disinfection you may use:   
 

i. Sweeping; 
 

ii. Vacuuming; 
 

iii. Steam cleaning 
 

iv. High pressure water treatment; 
 

v. Sodium hypochlorite (eg as liquid bleach).  If this is used it must be rinsed with plain 
water after application. 
 

5.11.9 You must keep records of all cleaning operations for stores, equipment and machinery.  
Records should include: 
 

i. Frequency of cleaning; 
 

ii. Date of cleaning; 
 

iii. Method of cleaning used; 
 

iv. Operative responsible for cleaning and signed assurance of completion.   
 

5.11.10 You must ensure that your stores are pest free and adequately proofed.  All pest control 
measures that are taken must be recorded and clearly documented in accordance with this 
Standard. 
 

5.11.11 All off site storage facilities must hold a current organic accreditation certificate and you 
must have a copy for your records.   
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CROP ROTATIONS 
 

6.1 Arable and horticultural crop rotations   

 
6.1.1 Crop rotation is the cornerstone of your organic production.  A balanced system will help 

build fertility, vary the demands on the soil and provides nutrients for the crops whilst helping 
limit the spread of disease and weeds. 
 

6.1.2 You must supply us with a breakdown of crops produced on a field by field basis at your 
annual inspection. 

 
6.1.3 Soil analysis should be carried out to establish current nutrient levels and to help manage 

the land effectively, ensuring that you do not build up excessively high nutrient indices (eg 
phosphate, potash etc) or deplete the soil of nutrients. 
 

6.1.4 Your crop rotation must be based on the principles outlined below and also be documented 
to show proposed cropping for future years.  It must include: 

 
i. The use of fertility building crops (eg peas, clover), green manures and farmyard 

manure to enhance the soil nutrient status; 
 

ii. The soil must be managed to enhance structure and composition via the use of 
crops with varying rooting characteristics ie deep rooting, shallow rooting and dense 
root system.; 
 

iii. Maintaining soil cover throughout the year, reducing the risk of run off, erosion and 
leaching; 
 

iv. Sufficient time left in between similar crops that can harbour the same pests and 
diseases; 
 

v. No continuous cropping is allowed. 
 

6.1.5 All fields are different and should be managed according to their needs, utilising a balanced 
crop rotation to maintain good soil fertility ie fertility building, followed by nutrient depleting 
crops. 

 
6.1.6 When producing crops that do not fit into a rotation ie perennials ï vines, orchards, 

permanent pasture or protected cropping etc, they must still be managed in accordance with 
these Standards. 

 

6.2   Seeds, transplants and vegetative materials 

6.2.1 You must use organic seed and seed potatoes.   To check organic seed availability you 
must visit the UK organic seed database at www.organicxseed.co.uk.   If organic seed is 
unavailable you should then apply to us for a derogation to use non organic untreated and 
GM free seed.   
  

6.2.2 Any derogation will only be valid for one growing season. 
 

6.2.3 For the production of organic seed the mother plant must be produced in accordance with 
this Standard for at least one generation.  
 

6.2.4 For the production of vegetative propagating material the parent plant must be produced in 
accordance with these Standards for at least two growing seasons.  
 

6.2.5 You must keep records of seed and transplant material including: 

http://www.organicxseed.co.uk/
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i. Sources, varieties and quantities; 

 
ii. Details of quantities purchased, sown and field records; 

 
iii. Status of any seed used or purchased; 

 
iv. Justifications for requesting the use of non organic seeds; 

 
v. Derogations issued to you for the use of non organic seed; 

 
vi. Declarations of non GM inclusion; 

 
vii. Evidence that the seed is untreated. 

 
6.2.6 At least 65% of forage seed mixes must be organic.  You will not be required to apply for our 

approval prior to purchase.  Only in extreme circumstances will you be given a derogation 
for purchasing forage seed mixes at a lower percentage and you will have to prove that 
every element of the seed mix is unavailable in an organic form. 
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GRASSLAND AND FORAGE 
 

7.1 Grassland management   

 
7.1.1 Grassland should contain sufficient clover to provide the required soil fertility and quality of 

forage required in an organic system. 
 
7.1.2 Field operations should be carried out at appropriate times of year to minimise the impact on 

wildlife eg ground nesting birds. 
 

7.1.3 Soil analysis should be carried out to establish current nutrient levels and to help manage 
the land effectively, ensuring that you do not build up excessively high nutrient indices (eg 
phosphate, potash etc) or deplete the soil of nutrients. 
 

7.1.4 Permanent pasture must be growing for at least five years. 
 

7.2 Forage production   

 
7.2.1 You must comply with all current legislation regarding the making and storage of silage. 
 
7.2.2 You must ensure that you have sufficient storage capacity for all effluent produced and 

ensure that no effluent pollutes ground water or watercourses.  This obviously applies to 
clamped silage but also to any other form of storage eg silage bags, bales, etc. 

 
7.2.3 The following preservatives must only be used for silage when weather conditions do not 

allow for adequate fermentation.   
 

i. E236 Formic acid 
ii. E260 Acetic acid 
iii. E270 Lactic Acid 
iv. E280 Propionic acid 

 
7.2.4 The use of enzymes, yeasts and bacteria can be used as silage additives.  
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SPECIALIST OPERATIONS 
 

8.1 Mushrooms     

 
8.1.1 You must only use substrates for mushroom production if they are composed of the 

following components:  
 

i. Farmyard manure and animal excrements:  
 

a)  Either from holdings producing according to the organic production method;  
 

b)  Or you can use 25% of the weight of total components of the substrate, excluding 
the covering material and any added water, before composting from the list below:  

 
  Substances of crop or animal origin 

Name Description, compositional requirement, 
conditions for use 

ȹ Compound products or products 
containing only materials listed hereunder: 
Farmyard manure 

Product comprising a mixture of animal 
excrements and vegetable matter (animal 
bedding). 
Factory farming origin forbidden. 
 

ȹ Dried farmyard manure and dehydrated 
poultry manure 

Factory farming origin forbidden. 

ȹ Composted animal excrements, including 
poultry manure and composted farmyard 
manure included. 

Factory farming origin forbidden. 

ȹ Liquid animal excrements Use after controlled fermentation and/or 
appropriate dilution 
Factory farming origin forbidden. 

ȹ Composted or fermented household 
waste 

Product obtained from source separated 
household waste, which has been submitted 
to composting or to anaerobic fermentation 
for biogas production. 
Only vegetable and animal household waste 
Only when produced in a closed and 
monitored collection system , accepted by 
the Defra. 
Maximum concentrations in mg/kg of dry 
matter: cadmium: 0.7%; copper: 70; nickel: 
25; lead: 45; zinc: 200; mercury: 0.4; 
chromium (total): 70; chromium (VI): 0 

ȹ Peat Use limited to horticulture (market gardening, 
floriculture, arboriculture, nursery) 

Mushroom culture wastes Initial composition of the substrate shall be 
limited to products in this Standard. 

Dejecta of worms (vermicompost) and 
insects 

 

Guano  

ȹ Composted or fermented mixture of 
vegetable matter 

Product obtained from mixtures of vegetable 
matter, which have been submitted to 
composting or to anaerobic fermentation for 
biogas production. 

ȹ Products or by-products of animal origin 
as below: 
blood meal 
hoof meal 
horn meal 
bone meal or degelatinised bone meal 
meal 

Maximum concentration in mg/kg of dry 
matter of chromium (VI): 0 




